From Anne Thomson, on behalf of the Directors: 10th Aug 21 

Those with long memories will remember that the final form of the Toiora High Street Cohousing Membership Agreement was waiting on wording around dispute resolution and mediation from our lawyer. 
This is arrived, and needs to be formally adopted by the group and included in the agreement. 

And then we all need to sign the agreement, as we agreed to do back in March!

The proposed full text of the Dispute Resolution & Mediation section (found on page 7 of the pdf dated 25 March 2021) is below:

Dispute Resolution and Mediation
Disputes vary in scale and may affect a few or many members of the Group. For this reason,
different strategies for dispute resolution will be employed as appropriate. For example, disputes
may remain between two residents, or, if they affect the entire Group, they may appropriately be
resolved via the Group Decision-Making Process.

If there is a dispute between members, the parties should first meet face to face to discuss the issue
and otherwise shall use their best endeavours to resolve such dispute or difference in the spirit of
cooperation and goodwill. The parties may seek assistance from a member of the Conciliation Team
as set out in Appendix C.

If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute themselves within a period of 20 days from the date
the dispute arose, then the parties agree to participate in mediation with a mutually acceptable
mediator, but if the parties are unable to agree on a mediator within 20 days of agreeing to
participate in mediation then a mediator will be appointed by the President for the time being of the
Arbitrators and Mediators Institute of New Zealand Incorporated.

Failing mediation being successful within 20 days after the meditation, the parties shall submit to
the arbitration of a single arbitrator to be agreed or failing agreement to be appointed by the
President for the time being of the Otago Branch of the New Zealand Law Society and conducted in
accordance with the Arbitration Act 1996 or any then statutory provisions relating to arbitration.

The above clauses shall be subject to the provisions of Section 174 of the Unit Titles Act 2010.
