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Declaration to be completed by all people planning to live in the DunedinToiora High Street Co-housing Community

I declare that:

1) I have read and I understand TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY's community's Child Protection Policy (see below)

2) I have not been accused or convicted of any offence involving physical or sexual abuse of children.

3) I understand that if a complaint is brought against me regarding the abuse of children while engaged in TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING community COMMUNITY activities, the allegation will be thoroughly investigated in cooperation with the appropriate authorities.

4) I agree to abide to this policy and to make all my effort to protect children from abuse.











_______________________		________________________ 	_________
Name					Signature				Date
Dunedin Toiora High Street Cohousing Community

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY

· The term ‘Child’ refers to children and young people.
· Household members include any people living in any units in the Dunedin Toiora High Street Cohousing Community community 

1. Statement of commitment
1.1 TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY is committed to the welfare of children in New Zealand. We oppose all forms of exploitation and child abuse
1.2 TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY believes that all children have the right to protection from abuse. 
1.3 TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY believes that keeping silent is wrong when it is known that a child is being abused or exploited.
1.4 TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY is committed to keeping the law on child rights and welfare. This includes the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
1.5 TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY believes in the importance of child protection, so that not only are the children protected from abuse by TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY household members, but also that preventive measures can be made to protect TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY household members and TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING’s COMMUNITY's community integrity.
1.6 TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING COMMUNITY believes that children have the right to speak and be heard. Therefore where possible children will be included and welcome to participate in community activities. 

1.7 The different forms of abuse are:
· Physical abuse: Any punishments and physical abuse to children like beating including with a stick or other implement, poisoning, shaking and smothering or forcing the child to work in an unsafe way/environment. These are things that deliberately negatively affect the physical well-being of children.
· Mental abuse: Any gestures, words or behaviours that deliberately affect a child's mental/emotional well-being for example by making them afraid, anxious, or discouraged.
· Neglect: Any action that deliberately neglect to provide the four essential rights of children (right to live, right to learn, right to participate and the right to speak).
· Sexual abuse: Any actions with sexual intent towards children, forcing children to watch or take part in pornography, to participate in/or observe any form of sexual act or coercing the child to have sex.




2. Behaviour Protocols
2.1 All household members of TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING community COMMUNITY are expected to treat all children associated with TOIORA HIGH STREET COHOUSING communityCOMMUNITY with respect and dignity
2.2 Each individual must sign a statement to say they have read the policy, will respect it and understand that action will be taken in cases of inappropriate behaviour.
2.3 Adults will always be responsible for their behaviour and cannot blame the child if the child 'provokes' or acts in a 'seductive' way.
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