Our vision is to create an urban cohousing neighbourhood, which promotes social and environmental sustainability, based on respect and shared responsibilities.
• Through robust eco-design and layout establish a cohesive community, which fosters wellbeing, diversity and the right use of resources. 
• Develop and foster a thriving living environment, which uses clear communication, decision-making and conflict resolution guidelines that promote tolerance, safety, respect and co-operation. 

Living in a Cohousing Neighbourhood
We expect everyone living in Toiora High Street to abide by our cohousing Kaupapa, therefore it is important to understand the following:

Joining Process for New Owners
•	Before buying a home in the Toiora High Street Cohousing you will want to get the ‘feel’ of the neighbourhood and decide if it is right for you. The most distinctive thing about cohousing is that, though we respect the privacy of everybody’s personal home, we mingle in the common house, workshop, laundry, grounds and garden, sharing many facilities* and activities. 
•	You will be expected to attend an ‘induction’ workshop to learn about cohousing – which will give you a chance to meet your (potential) new neighbours. At the workshop you will learn about the history of cohousing in general and Toiora High Street Cohousing in particular. You will become familiar with our kaupapa, and  the rationale for our cohousing agreement which requires residents to share in decision-making, participate in working bees and take a turn at cooking communal meals. To give you some idea of what it is like to be part of the neighbourhood we also expect you to attend at least one common meal (which could be after the induction workshop), one or more Toiora group meetings (you need to know how we operate), and a working bee (if possible).
• 	Do take opportunities to learn more by talking to any other cohousers and ask questions. Resources we recommend are: the book “Creating Cohousing” by McCamant and Durrett (available from the public library or from us), and videos on YouTube and Ted Talks.
• 	As well as the usual house purchase documents, when you buy your house you will receive a copy of our Toiora High Street Cohousing Body Corporate rules and our Cohousing Agreement. You will be required to sign a Child Protection document. Note there is a covenant on every title to ensure our cohousing principles and Kaupapa remain embedded in the neighbourhood. Go through these with your vendor and, to get a broader perspective, discuss them with other Toiora members as well as your solicitor. 
 for more information about anything Toiora, just ask!! 

