Re 1st meeting of reconfigured High Street garden group 	14th march 2020 
Present: Gay Buckingham, Min Lee, Maria Callau, Camilla Purcelli Callau, Liz Mitchell ( was Wilson), Claire Loftus , Marianne Quinn 
Apologies: Frances Ross, Pip Ross ( ck), Sarah Ferriera, Miriam Frances and Donald Shand
We had a lively discussion over the enlarged original site plan ( thanks, Gay), giving consideration to the multiple uses for the green space/ garden area. 
We recommend that future meetings ensure that the coloured cards are available to help the flow of discussion. As expected, we had lots of opinions! Good to air these. 
Some of the issues that emerged were a) how to accommodate sufficient space for children and adults to engage in active play, alongside foliage/ plants for bees and space for vegetables ( not only in the designated ‘vege’ patch. 
b) We generally agreed to favour native plants as much as possible, along with perennials, with a view to sustainability and seasonal interest/ maximum food for bees/ birds. ie ‘ a lush flourishing eco system’ throughout the year. 
c) The idea of a ‘peace garden/ contemplative walk with spaces to sit quietly and read was enthusiastically received. We envisaged creating some ‘nooks’ within this where people could sit and be undisturbed. 
d) as well, we also want spaces for social gatherings, small and large, ranging from a spot a few folk might gather for coffee/ chat through to a large area for BBQ’s / Pizza oven etc. 
e) Some of those who don’t have personal garden ( the D Unit holders) are keen vegetable growers and would like some space of their own in the vegetable garden area ( a small allotment). In addition, some folk make exclusively organic compost and would want to be able to continue this at High Street. 
f) We had some discussion about the merits of lime chip for paths v bark chip. Min has lime chip on her paths at her home, where the next meeting till occur, and in her experience, there are quite a few issues with it. 
g) The group was keen to minimize the use of non organic sprays around the gardens. ( eg Min sprays her plants with milk for some ailments – it’s going to be exciting learning from one another!). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Maria’s notes follow: 
Activities that we imagine happening in our cohousing garden:
1. Kids playing
1. Friends gathering
1. Vegetables growing
1. Kids running around
1. Friends chilling out
1. Contemplate/quiet area
1. Friends sharing a meal
1. Enjoying the ecosystem

Areas (responding to those activities above):
1. Veggies: two areas: a. Dedicated area & b. Pottager area (around)
1. Play are: two areas: a. Open flat (to play ball/sports) & b, playground to explore (different ages)
1. Peace Garden: A place that invites/welcomes people including the wider community. 
1. Chill out areas: a) Solitude/Contemplate & b) For a small group (2-3) to get together and share a conversation/cup of tea, etc. Outdoor rooms
1. BBQ area, pizza oven: BBQ for small group/family & larger group
1. Composting: size 4m x 1.2m (?) strict rules around what to include.
1. Bee hives: Planting considerations for bees.

Questions/Ideas/things to remember...
How much lawn do we want/need? / Define different veggies types/requirements / adaptable/movable outdoor furniture / Discover areas/outdoor rooms
We need a transition between a) path & c) grass; b) is a transition area to be designed so that people can move from a to b and can create some screening with planters/seats. 
Watering: are there enough hoses? Where are these located? Vegetables/ornamentals have different watering requirements. 
We think about the garden as an ecosystem
Fruit trees (all around); lemon tree? Bay leaves/Feijoa for a nice hedge
We love flowers/colours / Ideas for easy care, ease to maintain / We like native plants
We like curved/organic shapes for the garden design. We like Kowhai tree
Berries need to be netted, need to take this into account/discuss. 

Next meeting at Min’s in April. Do come and contribute and/ or add your thoughts between times. 
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